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Lighthouse PATH Celebrates 15 Year Anniversary

Benefiting Homeless Women & Their Children
PONTIAC, MI (October 5, 2006)  --  Fifteen years ago, Lighthouse PATH took a firm stance in the face of homelessness.  And although a lot has changed, the program remains steadfast in its commitment to break the cycle of poverty for homeless mothers and their children.

Since first opening its doors in 1991, Lighthouse PATH, a Lighthouse of Oakland County agency, has provided transitional housing and empowerment programs for 390 homeless women with children; opened an on-site infant and toddler childcare facility; launched a Montessori preschool and kindergarten; and implemented a teen program for homeless pregnant or parenting teenage girls.  

According to Sharman Davenport, PATH’s Executive Director, “Making the transition from homelessness to independence is difficult if you don’t have the resources for future success.  It’s our goal to make sure that the women we help receive the right tools for themselves and their children.” 

PATH not only offers a fully furnished apartment and on-site family advocates, it also incorporates educational opportunities for each family to grow and strengthen. 

“Education has become a major theme that we incorporate into our programs,” says Davenport.  “Life skills classes such as budgeting, nutrition and parenting are offered to the women to promote personal growth and strengthen the family unit.” 
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PATH’s on-site childcare for children 3 weeks to 3 years of age provides the necessary early education that many homeless children do not have access to.  Its Montessori preschool and kindergarten reaches children who need to develop the skills necessary to become academically successful once they enter the first grade. 

As the years passed, and the demand of services changed, PATH took the initiative to meet the needs presented by the community.  With the success of the adult residential program and the high demand to service a younger population of homeless women, PATH opened Oakland County’s first transitional housing program for homeless pregnant and/or parenting teenage girls between the ages of 15 and 18.  

According to Davenport, adding this program was a natural shift in service, “We knew we were making significant progress with the families involved in our adult program.  Ninety-one percent of the families that we’ve served, have obtained permanent housing, returned to school to further their education, and secured employment.”  

The teen program parallels PATH’s current residential program, although age appropriate exceptions have been made based on the young women’s needs. 
 “We bring in experts in the areas of childbirth, parenting, and prenatal care to ensure that these young mothers and their children receive the best possible support,” says Davenport.  

For more information about PATH’s programs, or how to join its efforts to promote independence for homeless mothers and their children, call (248) 335-1950.

ABOUT 

LIGHTHOUSE:
Founded in 1972, Lighthouse of Oakland County is a non-profit organization committed to helping all people navigate through crisis situations.  It provides a continuum of human services that inspire the achievement of self sufficiency for families and seniors in need.
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