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HOMELESS COUNTED IN OAKLAND COUNTY AND ACROSS THE NATION

WHO:

Oakland County Task Force on Homelessness & Affordable Housing



Lighthouse of Oakland County



200 Volunteers

WHAT:
HUD Mandated Point-in-Time Census of Homeless

WHEN:
Wednesday, January 24, 2007



5 p.m. (Volunteer Deployment Time)
WHERE:
There are two deployment centers.

Grace Gospel Fellowship



210 N. Perry



Pontiac, MI



Common Ground Sanctuary Youth Outreach Center



1229 S. Washington



Royal Oak, MI
WHY:
The homeless census is held in an effort to determine the root causes associated with this problem so that effective responses can be established.
OTHER 

FACTS:
Twenty-nine teams made up of 200 volunteers will count the homeless living in the street and staying in shelters in Oakland County.
QUOTE:
John Ziraldo
President and CEO of Lighthouse of Oakland County

“If as human a service provider we’re going to do our job effectively, we need to gather as much information as possible about the homeless living in Oakland County and in communities across the country,” says Lighthouse of Oakland County President and CEO John Ziraldo.  “Projects like the HUD census of the homeless provide us with a valuable opportunity to look at the facts pertaining to this issue, so that we can establish successful strategies which will move people in need from poverty to independence.” 
-MORE-
HUD MANDATED POINT-IN-TIME INFORMATION
1.  HUD Mandated Point-in-Time (PIT) Census of the Homeless Description
The point-in-time census of the homeless in Oakland County will take place on January 24th from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  All communities across the nation utilizing HUD funding for homeless and housing programs are required to conduct a count of the sheltered and unsheltered homeless individuals and families in their community.  This project is being coordinated in our county by the Oakland County Task Force on Homelessness and Affordable Housing, using volunteers from area human service agencies and the general public.  All volunteers were required to attend a training session to learn about the reasons for the project, how the project will be conducted, and how to remain safe in an urban street environment.

Volunteers will be split into teams and be assigned an area to investigate for homeless individuals.  Every fourth homeless individual counted will be surveyed to gain further insight into the reasons behind the problem of homelessness in Oakland County and what we as a community might do to improve this situation.  Volunteers will also be at shelters and warming centers counting the number of families and individuals in residence on this evening.  Care packages have been prepared for volunteers to distribute to those homeless individuals found on the street – these bags include personal need items, snacks, gloves, hats, and scarves.  
Also included within the bags is a list of resources for the homeless in Oakland County and information on Project Connect, a one-day event connecting available services to the homeless.  This event is scheduled for March 21st at All Saints Church in Pontiac.

2.  Website to HUD Census of Homelessness 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/homeless/library/webcast101006/street_count_guide.pdf
