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On Sunday, Nov. 12, 2006 our country will begin a seven day observance of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  The campaign, which is co-sponsored by the National Coalition for Homelessness and the National Student Campaign Against Hunger & Homelessness, is designed to create greater public awareness about this tragic epidemic which plagues our state and nation.  

Since the event is held one week prior to Thanksgiving, what we in the human-service sector refer to as the “giving season,” community response to pleas for help is extraordinary. No one likes the thought of a mother, child or grandparent sitting alone on a holiday, disheartened by their situation.  News reports about parents, children and individuals in crisis inspire strangers to adopt-families, baring food and gifts. Generous volunteers do whatever is needed to ensure that the plight endured by the homeless and hungry is eased. 

This form of selfless giving, stimulated by projects like National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, strengthens communities and offers hope to those who feel that all is lost. They’re rejuvenated by the compassion bestowed upon them as they struggle through troubled times. The kindness and encouragement of others makes-up the foundation that helps them rebuild their lives.  
-MORE-
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As a leader on the frontline in the fight against poverty, I’d like to challenge the caring citizens of our community to remember the hungry and homeless not just during the holidays, but throughout the year as well.  Our neighbors in need should not be handled in the same manner as decorations that are cherish for six-to-eight weeks, then gently stored away until next year.  The simple truth is that financial hardship is not a holiday tradition; for many it’s a way a life.  

Let’s use the lessons we learn about giving in the upcoming weeks as the starting point of a year-round effort to help transform the dreams of becoming self-sufficient into reality for all people in need. 
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