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For Immediate Release:

Rochester Hills Residents Launch “Party with a Purpose” Program:
Program Supports Lighthouse PATH Services for Homeless

Rochester, Hills, MI (November X, 2006) --  A group of Rochester Hills women recently launched the “Party with a Purpose” program in support of Lighthouse PATH. The innovative project promotes home-based social events in which guests donate practical items like baby clothes, diapers, or blankets to be used by homeless women, teenage girls and children living at Pontiac-based Lighthouse PATH. 
“The idea is simple, really. The goal is for women to host casual get-togethers in their homes or neighborhoods, with a decided emphasis on socializing, while assembling specific items for homeless mothers who are in need,”  explains Julie Ziraldo, one of the Parties with a Purpose organizers. “These are very special evenings where women can provide practical and useful items needed by Lighthouse PATH residents, while becoming involved in their community."

“Party with a Purpose is geared to area women who are searching for ways to make a difference in the lives of those in need,  without complicating their already busy family schedules and lives. Each party host issues an invitation and “wish list” of items needed by PATH clients, many who are breaking the cycle of homelessness and domestic abuse, and working to become economically independent. Party with a Purpose organizers provide all materials needed to host a party, as well as pick up and deliver the donations.
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 “More than 300 women and 550 children have participated in the Lighthouse PATH program, and have broken out of the homelessness cycle,” says Lighthouse PATH Program Manager Liz McLachlan. “That’s a significant success rate in 15 years of operation. ‘Parties with a Purpose’ and other support efforts help us continue this important work of strengthening families and the community at large.”


To host a Party with a Purpose, email julie@partywithapurposepath.com or visit  www.partywithapurposepath.com. 
About Lighthouse PATH:

  Lighthouse PATH, a subsidiary of Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc., provides empowering programs for homeless women, teenage girls and children.   From transitional housing to life skills and educational programs are available, PATH not only helps women become self-sufficient and economically independent, but helps them to better nurture their children and build strong, loving families.  PATH services are so successful that 91% of the women who complete its programs leave with a permanent job and housing. For more information about Lighthouse PATH visit www.lighthouseoakland.org 
###
Caption:  Friends and neighbors gather at the home of Rochester Hills resident Stacey Moote for a Party with a Purpose “baby shower” where  guests donated essential baby items for Lighthouse PATH clients, while meeting to socialize. 

