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Lighthouse of Oakland County Creates Award Honoring

Birmingham Resident Susan E. Cooper

PONTIAC (February 12, 2007)  --  In recognition of Susan E. Cooper’s decade long service as the first and only chairperson for Lighthouse of Oakland County’s Board of Trustees, the local human service agency has created a special award in her honor.  Cooper received the Susan E. Cooper Board Service Award during a private inauguration ceremony where Lighthouse of Oakland County celebrated the induction of four new board leaders, including new Board of Trustees Chairperson Michael J. Damone.

           
“Finding the right words to describe the admiration we feel for Susan is difficult,” says Lighthouse of Oakland County President and CEO, John Ziraldo. “Calling her friend or family barely scratches the surface of how much she means to Lighthouse and the people we serve.”

            Cooper first became actively involved with the Pontiac-based, human service agency in 1996.  She led its $1 million fundraising campaign with the Kresge Foundation and the Community Foundation of Southeastern Michigan.  One year late, Cooper accepted the chairperson position on the agency’s newly established Board of Trustees.  The board was formed to oversee and provide administrative support for the three direct service subsidiaries which fall under the Lighthouse of Oakland County family umbrella, including Lighthouse Emergency Services, Lighthouse Community Development and Lighthouse PATH.
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Through the years, Cooper’s advocacy of the organization’s mission to inspire self-sufficiency for people in need has been unwavering.  In addition to making significant monetary contributions, she has led the way in recruiting new donors and volunteers to join Lighthouse’s fight against hunger and homelessness. Her desire to help others is genuine.  Her commitment to improve lives is sincere.

The Lighthouse Robert and Mary Flint Campus of Caring, located on Woodward just south of downtown Pontiac, serves as a noted testament of Cooper’s dedication to promote independence for families and individuals struggling financially.  In the late 90’s Cooper encouraged her parents, Robert and Mary Flint, to advance part of their bequest to Lighthouse in the form of a $1 million capital campaign.  

Both Robert and Mary were present in September 1999 for the groundbreaking ceremony of the campus building named in their honor. Unfortunately, neither of them were alive to witness its dedication in 2001.  Today, the Lighthouse Campus continues to pay tribute to the Flint’s giving spirit; an admirable character trait which they instilled in their daughter.

“Having served on the Lighthouse Board of Trustees under Susan’s leadership, I’ve had the privilege to witness what it takes to move people out of poverty,” says new Lighthouse of Oakland County Board of Trustees Chairperson Michael J. Damone.  “Her kindness toward people facing economic hardship is reflective of the heart and hard work behind Lighthouse’s success.”

Although Cooper is stepping down as board chair, the result of board term limitation guidelines, she is not stepping away from the Lighthouse family.  Cooper will still hold a seat on the Lighthouse Board of Trustees.  
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About Lighthouse of Oakland County:
Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc. has been providing services to low-income families in Oakland County since 1972.  What began as an effort to provide food and clothing from the back door of a local church has grown into a family of agencies providing a full range of services designed to move people from crisis and instability to self-sufficiency and independence.  

Last year, LOC served 70,00 individuals and families through three key subsidiaries: Lighthouse Community Development (LCD), rejuvenating communities through affordable housing and educated homeowners; Lighthouse Emergency Services (LES), providing emergency food, housing, medical, utility and other services to people who need immediate help and Lighthouse PATH (PATH), which provides long-term housing and support to help women achieve self-sufficiency and a healthy family environment for their children.  

These agencies are supported by Lighthouse of Oakland County, which delivers cost-effective administrative services, community outreach, volunteer recruitment, training and placement, grant writing and management, public relations, database management and a host of other services that enable its subsidiaries to focus on what they do best...serving the many who need us.

Lighthouse believes in people and their capacity to improve their lives. It empowers people to develop their potential and strengthen their communities by encouraging innovation and leadership, maximizing resources, and promoting cooperation among all Lighthouse constituencies.  

