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Lighthouse of Oakland County Begins Family Sign-up

 for Thanksgiving Food Project

PONTIAC, MI  (September 25, 2006)  -- Fall’s arrival serves as a gentle reminder that the holiday season, beginning with Thanksgiving, is just around the corner.  And while it may seem too early to be thinking about turkey and stuffing for some people, the folks at Lighthouse Emergency Services have already begun planning their holiday menu.

Lighthouse Emergency Services, a Lighthouse of Oakland County family member, will officially launch its 2006 Thanksgiving project to provide food for those in need during a family sign-up campaign from October 2-6, 2006, in the Commons Room of All Saints Episcopal Church, located at 171 W. Pike Street in Pontiac.  

Low-income families and seniors can sign-up to receive Thanksgiving baskets from Lighthouse between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  Sign-up on Thursday is scheduled from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

“When you’re responsible for providing more than 4,000 people with Thanksgiving dinner, you really have to plan ahead,” says Lighthouse of Oakland County CEO John Ziraldo.  “Our goal is to ensure that people in need have full cupboards during the holiday season.”

-MORE-

P. 2 -- Lighthouse Thanksgiving Project

Any food remaining after the donation baskets have been filled and distributed, is stored at Lighthouse of Oakland County and used throughout the year for people who come to the agency for help.

 “Most people don’t realize it, but the donations they make to Lighthouse during the holiday season, enable us to provide emergency food services to needy people for the entire year.  Unfortunately, hunger -- unlike the holidays -- doesn’t just come around once a year.  For too many families, it’s an everyday challenge,” adds Ziraldo.

Local churches, community organizations, individual donors, and corporate sponsors generously volunteer their time to collect food for and donate it to Lighthouse.  Church groups can drop-off their food contributions at All Saints Episcopal Church on Sunday, November 12, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  All other donors can bring their food to All Saints from November 13 – 17, 2006 between 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.  


About Lighthouse: Founded in 1972, Lighthouse of Oakland County is a non-profit organization committed to helping all people navigate through crisis situations.  It provides a continuum of human services that inspire the achievement of self sufficiency for families and seniors in need.
