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Biggby Encourages Lighthouse Donors to “Give a Little, Get a Latte”

Royal Oak, MICH – March 2, 2009 – Biggby Coffee of Lansing has taken a big leap to help those in need by assisting Lighthouse of Oakland County in its effort to build donor support as the agency fields more inquiries than at any time in its history.  Through its “Give a Little, Get a Latte” program, Biggby’s will donate free drinks to new Lighthouse monthly donors. 
Lighthouse, in its efforts to gain new monthly donor support, is enlisting the help of Biggby Coffee, which is offering a free drink coupon to anyone who supports the organization at a level of at least $5 a month throughout the year. 

“We are certainly in a period where even a smaller donation makes a big difference for us,” said Lighthouse CEO John Ziraldo. “With times being tough right now for everyone, we wanted to do something special for those people who choose to commit finances to our work on a monthly basis. And we’re pleased that Biggby’s support has allowed us to give a little something back as a thank you.”  

The Lighthouse “Give a Little, Get a Latte” promotion kicks off in March with in-store and online support of the program, which is specifically targeting donors who have never given to Lighthouse before.  There will also be interactive Facebook and Lighthouse web support for the promotion. With unprecedented needs in southeast Michigan for its services, Lighthouse is attempting to build new partnerships with organizations that are willing to help the agency.
“We are thankful for organizations like Biggby Coffee who have embraced our sometimes out-of-the-box thinking in regards to fundraising,” said Lighthouse Chief Development Officer Laura Covintree. “We have found, however, that in an increasingly competitive donor environment, it takes a relationship with a company like Biggby to get our message out.  We believe the association will provide the impetus for those who are making coffee choices to go to a Biggby store as well.” 

Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc. (LOC) has been providing services to low-income families in Oakland County since 1972. What began as an effort to provide food and clothing from the back door of a local church has grown into a family of agencies providing a full range of services designed to move people from crisis and instability to self-sufficiency and independence. Last year, Lighthouse of Oakland County provided assistance to families and individuals in need on 70,000 separate occasions. 
For more information on how to take part in the “Give a Little, Get a Latte” promotion, go to www.lighthouseoakland.org. 
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