Flagstar Bank has a long history of supporting Lighthouse, an Oakland County nonprofit that helps the community by providing affordable housing, financial counseling, emergency services and transitional housing for women and their children. One million Michigan residents use food banks, which are even more in demand in the summer because school breakfast and lunch programs are not available. Lighthouse is a valuable and irreplaceable resource, offering hope and opportunity to thousands in need. 

“We developed a unique food drive we call “Canstruction,” said Cheryl Stawarz, who works at Flagstar as a senior vice president in Capital Markets and is a long-time organizer of the event. She said departments in the bank form teams, collect an assigned canned or boxed food item and create a “canstruction” using only the food item, paper and tape. 

 “We’ve had people build a lighthouse, the leaning tower of pasta, a stadium, a delivery truck and lots of other imaginative structures,” said Darcy Steele, co-worker and co-chair of the event. The "Canstructions" are judged before the food is boxed and delivered to Lighthouse for the food pantry. “The event is not just a fun way to support Lighthouse,” said Stawarz. “It’s also a great team-building exercise.” 

This year’s “Canstruction” began June 2 and ended June 9, with participants using boxes and cans of spaghetti sauce, pasta, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, baking products and boxed potatoes as their building blocks.   

Flagstar Bancorp, Inc., with $14.3 billion in total assets, is the largest publicly held savings bank headquartered in the Midwest. At March 31, 2010, Flagstar operated 162 banking centers in Michigan, Indiana and Georgia and 23 home loan centers in 14 states. Flagstar Bank originates loans nationwide and is one of the leading originators of residential mortgage loans. For more information, please visit http://www.flagstar.com. 
